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PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Information for Members of the Public

Due to the current Covid-19 pandemic Worcester City Council will be holding this meeting in 
accordance with the relevant legislative arrangements for remote meetings of a local authority. For 
more information please refer to: Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2020.

Please note that this is a public meeting, conducting remotely by videoconferencing between 
invited participants and live streamed for general access by audio via the Council’s website.

Part I of the Agenda includes items for discussion in public. You are able to listen to a live audio 
stream of the meeting via the City Council website www.worcester.gov.uk/councillors-democracy. 
You have the right to inspect electronic copies of Minutes and reports on this part of the Agenda as 
well as background documents used in the preparation of these reports. Details of the background 
papers appear at the foot of each report. An explanation to the Planning Committee decisions are 
given at the end of Part 1 of the Agenda. Part II of the Agenda (if applicable) deals with items of 
'Exempt Information' for which it is anticipated that the public may be excluded from the meeting 
and neither reports nor background papers are open to public inspection.

Members of the public and press are permitted to report on the proceedings. "Reporting" in the 
context of this remote meeting includes making an audio recording of the live streamed audio and 
providing commentary on proceedings. Any communicative method can be used to report on the 
proceedings, including the internet, to publish, post or share the proceedings.

At the start of the meeting under the item 'Public Participation' up to fifteen minutes in total is 
allowed for members of the public to present a petition, ask a question or comment on any matter 
on the Agenda. Members of the public will be allowed to address the Committee in respect of 
applications to be considered by the Committee. Participation in remote meetings will extend to 
video and/or audio participation or written submission read aloud at the appropriate point in the 
meeting by the Chairman. Participants need to indicate that they wish to take part in a 
remote meeting by 4.30 p.m. on the last working day before the meeting by telephoning 
or E-Mailing the officer mentioned below. A Democratic Services Officer will then contact 
to advise how to participate in the remote meeting, by invitation. Requests to participate 
received later than this cut-off time may not be accommodated.

If a member of the public chooses to speak at a meeting of the City Council he/she will be deemed 
to have given their consent to being recorded and audio being published live to the Council’s 
website. The Chairman of the meeting, can at their discretion, terminate or suspend recording, if in 
their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice the proceedings of the meeting or if they 
consider that continued recording might infringe the rights of any individual, or breach any 
statutory provision.

If you have any queries about this Agenda, require any details of background papers, or wish to 
discuss the arrangements for public participation please contact Margaret Johnson, Democratic 
Services Administrator, Democratic Services, Guildhall, Worcester WR1 2EY  Telephone: 
01905 722085 (direct line).  E-Mail Address: 
committeeadministration@worcester.gov.uk

This agenda can be made available in large print, braille, on PC disk, tape or in a number of ethnic 
minority languages. Please contact the above named officer for further information.

http://www.worcester.gov.uk/councillors-democracy
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Planning Committee
Thursday, 7 May 2020

Members of the Committee:-
Chairman: Councillor Chris Mitchell (C)

Vice-Chairman: Councillor Patricia Agar (LCo)

Councillor Alan Amos (C)
Councillor Bill Amos (C)
Councillor Jenny Barnes (LCo)
Councillor Roger Berry (LCo)
Councillor Marjory Bisset (G)

Councillor Chris Cawthorne (L)
Councillor Nida Hassan (C)
Councillor Jo Hodges (L)
Councillor Mike Johnson (C)

C = Conservative G = Green L = Labour LCo = Labour and Co-operative
LD = Liberal Democrat

AGENDA

Part 1
(ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION IN PUBLIC)

13. Powerpoint Presentation 
Page(s) 1 - 72

14. Late Papers 
Page(s) 73 - 80

PLANNING COMMITTEE DECISIONS

Having heard all submissions and debated the issues, the Planning Committee will then vote on
the application. This may be for any one of the following:

1. To approve or refuse the application in accordance with the Officer’s recommendation;
2. To defer the application for further information or negotiations to address any issues raised
during the consideration of the application. In such cases, the application will then be referred
back to the Planning Committee at a later date for a decision;
3. To delegate the final decision to Officers if the Planning Committee is satisfied that agreed
amendments would satisfy any concerns raised by the Planning Committee. If this is the case
you will not be re-consulted on the amendments or notified of changes;
4. Minded to Approve/Refuse – in cases where the Planning Committee is minded to make a
decision that is contrary to the Officer’s recommendation the application will be deferred:

Minded to Refuse – if the Planning Committee is minded to refuse an application it will be
necessary for the Planning Committee to provide full details of the grounds for their decision
to enable Officers to consider those grounds and to provide a professional opinion on the
likelihood of being able to successfully defend an appeal against the refusal of the application
on the cited grounds. . In such cases, the application will be referred back to the Planning
Committee at a later date for a decision;



4

Minded to Approve– if the Planning Committee is minded to approve an application it will be
necessary for the Planning Committee to give full reasons and suggest appropriate conditions
and, if necessary, draft Heads of Terms for a Section 106 Agreement. In such cases the
application will either be referred back to the Planning Committee at a later date for a
decision or delegated to Officers to issue the decision.

PLANNING COMMITTEE SITE VISITS

The Planning Committee will not undertake any site visits in accordance with government advice 
during this time.
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Park Avenue  
Conservation Area Appraisal 

Appraisal for Adoption 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Background 
 Worcester City Council has a duty under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 

1990 to designate areas of special architectural or historic interest as conservation areas, to review 
the designations regularly, and to plan for their management. 
 

 The Park Avenue area has been proposed as a new conservation area in response to residents’ 
concerns over loss of historic fabric. 
 

 Following assessment and analysis of the architectural and historic interest of the Park Avenue area 
by officers, it is felt to hold the level of special interest to justify conservation area designation. 
 

 A draft appraisal was produced in 2018 and consulted on, through which residents raised concerns 
over the extent of the proposed conservation area. 
 

 A review was carried out in 2019 in response to the consultation responses and an updated draft 
appraisal was produced and consulted on. 
 

 The consultation responses showed residents to be primarily in support of the current proposals. 
 

 In addition there is support for the proposed designation of Park Avenue from Historic England. 
 

 An Article 4 Direction is proposed and was consulted on alongside both drafts. 
 

 The attached document is proposed for adoption. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Summary of Special Interest 
• Part of the northern suburban extension of Worcester in the late 19th century.  
  
• Historic street pattern reflecting former agricultural land use and field boundaries, 

traditional back lanes and  distinctive building line set back from pavement with good 
size front gardens.  

  
• Good examples of Victorian and Edwardian architectural styles and features.  
    
• Good survival of historic  
boundary treatments, windows  
and doors, decorative door and  
window surrounds.  
  
• Large number of mature  
trees which extend along Park  
Avenue making the road  
distinctive as an avenue (trees  
Were there before the buildings  
so always intended to be an  
avenue).  
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Proposed Article 4 Direction 
 An Article 4 Direction helps to protect the special 

character of a conservation area by removing 
permitted development rights for certain classes 
of development 

 

 This is particularly important to protect unlisted 
buildings in conservation areas 

 

 A number of alterations have already taken place 
in the Park Avenue Conservation Area including 
the replacement of historic windows and doors, 
and the loss of front boundary walls 

 

 It is considered that the proposed Park Avenue 
Conservation Area would benefit from the 
protection given under an Article 4 Direction to 
ensure that the surviving character of the area is 
preserved and, where possible, enhanced through 
reinstatement 

 

 As part of the review of the conservation area it is 
proposed to introduce an Article 4 (1) direction on 
all of the properties in the proposed Park Avenue 
Conservation Area  
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Permitted Development proposed  
to be removed by Article 4 Direction 

 The last of the classical architecture on Bath Road from the 19th Century 

 

 A large range of architectural details typical of the period 

 

 Buildings of significant architectural interest, many listed 

 

 Historical interest in the area’s relationship to the canal and Bath Road 

 

 The original road layout survives in addition to historical surface treatments including listed brick paving 
on Field Terrace 

 

 Original walls, railings and Hardy and Padmore street light 

 

 Panoramic views which made this an attractive location for merchants have been retained 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Design Guide 
• To support the introduction of the Article 4 

Direction a Design Guide has been 
produced for owners, residents and 
applicants. 

 

• The guide explains why the Park Avenue 
Conservation Area is special and gives 
advice on what works are suitable and 
what will require planning permission. 

 

• It encourages owners and occupiers to 
undertake sensitive repairs, to retain 
historic features where they survive and 
to reinstate where they have been lost. 

 

P
age 7



Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Public Consultation 
Consultation on the first draft of the appraisal ran for six weeks from 1st November until 14th December 
2018 through the Council’s website. 
 
All residents in the conservation area were consulted along with statutory consultees and stakeholders. 
 
A public exhibition was held at The Sons of Rest building in Gheluvelt Park on Tuesday 13th November 
2018 and the exhibition was on display at the Guildhall from Thursday 15th until Thursday 22nd 
November 2018. 
 
11 responses were received, several of which raised concerns with the extent of the conservation area.  
 
All residents within the original area were written to regarding the proposed change to the 
conservation area and the second round of consultation. 
 
Consultation on the second draft of the appraisal ran for six weeks from 16th December 2019 until 24th 
January 2020. 
 
A joint public exhibition with the draft Riverside Conservation Area Appraisal was held at The Sons of 
Rest building in Gheluvelt Park on Monday 6th January 2020 and at the Guildhall on Tuesday 7th 
January 2020. The exhibition was also on display at the Guildhall from Wednesday 8th until Wednesday 
15th January 2020. 
 
23 responses were received, 16 of which were in favour of designating the area as a conservation area 
with the proposed Article 4 Direction.  
 
Historic England were fully supported of the conservation area designation and Article 4 Direction. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Consultation Comments 
Comments from the 2020 consultation included: 

 

• The importance of the trees and the need to ensure that they are 
protected and maintained 

 

• Concern over provision for electrical vehicle charging without access to the 
front of properties – suggest on-street charging or parking to the rear of 
properties 

 

• Suggestion of a residents parking scheme due to the parking problems 
caused by the proximity of Gheluvelt Park 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Recommendations 
 To adopt the Park Avenue Conservation Area Appraisal to be used as a 

material consideration in the planning process 

 

 To publish the Design Guide for the Park Avenue Conservation Area 

 

 To make an Article 4(1) Direction for the Park Avenue Conservation Area 
and serve notice on owners 

 

 Following a 21 day representation period the city council can then decide 
whether or not to confirm the Article 4 Direction 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Riverside  
Conservation Area Appraisal 

Appraisal for Adoption 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Background 
 Riverside Conservation Area was designated in 1992. 

 

 The area was reviewed in 2000. 

 

 Draft appraisals were produced 2007, 2008, and 2012. These were consulted on but 
not adopted. 

 

 The current review started in 2018. 

 

 A first draft was consulted on in 2018. This was subsequently amended due to 
changes to Park Avenue Conservation Appraisal and a new draft was consulted on in 
2020. 

 

 8 character areas have been identified. 

 

 Some boundary amendments are proposed. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Summary of Special Interest 
 Level topography of wide alluvial flood plain of 

high scenic and historic value. 
 
 Large areas of open green space in a variety of 

uses- parks, recreation grounds, racecourse and 
agricultural uses. 

 
 Variety of built development from many periods 

including 18th and 19th century houses and 
commercial/industrial buildings, 20th century 
buildings and new architecture. 

 
 Site of early river crossings including medieval and 

extant Worcester Bridge, Powick Bridge, railway 
viaduct and historic ferry crossings. 

 
 Historic commercial centre at North Quay and 

South Quay with surviving warehouses. 
 
 Links to industrial heritage- Diglis Island, 

Worcester and Birmingham Canal, Powick Mills. 
 Area of diverse wildlife habitats reflected in 

designations such as SSSIs and nature reserves. 
 
 Panoramic views of the city and countryside 

beyond, views of landmark buildings and 
landscapes. 

 
 Site of battles of the English Civil War. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Character Areas 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Boundary Review 
 The Conservation Area boundary was drawn in 1992 to include all 

historic buildings and associated historic landscape features. 

 

 Some boundary amendments were made in 2000. 

 

 The boundary has been reviewed as part of the appraisal process.  

 

 Most boundaries are felt to accurately reflect the historic interest and 
character of the area.  

 

 Some character areas are considered to warrant boundary 
amendments. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Character Area 1 - Northwick 
 Propose to include Northwick House 

on Old Northwick Lane.  

 

 Early 19th century building formerly 
set in much larger grounds which 
extended to the River Severn to the 
west.  

 

 Home of John Knapp, owner of the 
riverside brickworks at this time.  

 

 locally listed the building is 
considered to hold the level of 
special historic interest required for 
inclusion in the Riverside 
Conservation Area.  
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Character Area 2 – Barbourne 
and Kepax 

 Propose to include Park View Terrace 
and adjacent properties. 
 

 The property boundaries contribute to 
the tranquillity of the riverside and 
the properties are considered to have 
special interest as examples of the 
higher status houses built to overlook 
the river during the late 19th and 
early 20th century. 
 

 Propose to exclude small area of 
modern housing on Tower Road. 
 

 This area formed part of waterworks 
site at the time of original 
designation. 
 

 Not now considered to hold the level 
of special interest required for 
inclusion. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Character Area 7 – Cherry 
Orchard and The Ketch 

 Propose to exclude industrial 
units on Weir Lane. 

 

 Propose to exclude modern 
housing estate on Dace Road 
beyond Ketch Coppice. 

 

 Sites lack architectural or 
historic interest and do little to 
contribute to the character and 
appearance of the conservation 
area. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Public Consultation 
 

 The 2018 draft of the appraisal was subject to a six week public consultation and exhibition during 
July and August 2018. All residents in the conservation area were consulted along with statutory 
consultees and stakeholders. 

 

 The draft was reviewed due to amendments to Park Avenue Conservation Area. 

 

 Residents within the amended area of Park View Terrace were written to regarding the proposed 
change to the conservation area and the second round of consultation, and the consultation was 
advertised on social media. 

 

 Consultation ran for six weeks from 16th December 2019 until 24th January 2020. 

 

 A joint public exhibition with the draft Park Avenue Conservation Area Appraisal was held at the 
Sons of Rest building in Gheluvet Park on Monday 6th January 2020 and at the Guildhall on Tuesday 
7th January 2020. The exhibition was also on display at the Guildhall from Wednesday 8th until 
Wednesday 15th January 2020. 

 

 20 responses were received in total. The majority thought that the appraisal adequately identifies 
the character of the conservation area and agreed with the proposed boundary amendments. 

 

 Historic England supported the format and content of the appraisal including the boundary changes. 
Highways England and Natural England had no specific comment to make. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Consultation Comments 
Comments from the 2018 and 2020 consultations included: 

 

 Wide recognition of the area’s recreational, amenity and ecological value. 

 

 Concerns over the impact of the highway and car parking on the 
attractiveness of the area. 

 

 Suggestions of improvements to signage, interpretation and recreational 
routes. 

 

 The suggestion of policy to protect important vistas. 
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Delivering excellent public services for Worcester 

Recommendations 
 To adopt the Riverside Conservation Area Appraisal to be used as a 

material consideration in the planning process. 
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19/00957/FUL 

 
Steel Barn, Middle Battenhall Farm, Upper 

Battenhall  
Change of use of former agricultural land to domestic 
curtilage, retention of boundary fencing, parking area 

and storage unit, and; installation of solar panels. 

1. 
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2. Site location plan 
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Showing the siting and direction of following photographs 3. 
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Photo 1: photograph of frontage of Steel Barn from lane 4. 
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5. Photo 2: applicants photograph showing vehicles parked  
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Photo 3: photograph of front elevation of dwelling with the area of hardstanding 6. 
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Photograph 4: view across the frontage including the sleepers used to retain 
the hard core for driveway.  7. 
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9. Plan showing extension of curtilage and relationship to dwelling and approved 
curtilage 
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Area of 
hardstanding  
and fencing  
along boundary 

Existing 
vehicular 
entrance 

Front elevation 

Red Hill Lane  Lane to 
Middle 
Battenhall 
Villa 

Area of proposed 
photovoltaic panels 

Entrance to 
former farm 
complex 

Access from 
Battenhall 
Road- under 
railway line 

Plan showing the development in context of the site 

Increased 
curtilage and 
fencing along 
boundary 

10. 
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Photo 5: The view  from Red Hill Lane looking back towards Steel Barn, the farm 
complex in the distance 

11. 
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12. 

Orchard area 

Proposed additional 
curtilage 

Proposed additional 
curtilage 
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Photo 5A: Annotated view across the rear of the site  

Storage 
container to 
be retained 

Orchard area 

Proposed 
additional 
curtilage to 
include 
driveway 
area Location of 

proposed 
photovoltaic 
panels 

Proposed additional 
curtilage 

12. 

P
age 33



Photo 6: A closer view towards container 13. 
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Photo 7: the view to the west of the site  14. 
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Photo 8: view south west from the track leading to Middle Battenhall Farm.  
Steel Barn on the right including the rear of the storage container  

15. 
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Photo 9: Showing the planted whips to grow into hedging along the fence  
(taken February 2020). 

16. 
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Photo 10: recent photograph taken by applicant to show recent growth of planting  17. 
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Photo 11: photograph taken by applicant to show recent growth of planting  18. 
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Photo 12: photograph taken by applicant to demonstrate recent growth of 
planting  

19. 
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20. Elevations of Steel Barn showing location of photovoltaic panels 
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21. Plan of agreed changes with Highways to improve visibility on exiting the site 
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An enlarged area of the plan of entrance and an existing photograph to allow 
ease of comparison regarding changes to the entrance 

22. 
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23. Details of gate  
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20/00076/HP 

 
146 Bath Road  

 

Demolition of existing conservatory and the construction 
of a garden room. 

15. 
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16. 
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17. 
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18. 
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19. 
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20. Photo 1: View of proposal from 148 Bath Road 

P
age 50



21. Photo 2: North facing elevation 
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22. Photo 3: West facing elevation 1. 
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23. Photo 4: West elevation viewed from end of rear garden 
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19/00821/FUL 

 
Nunnery Wood High School 

 

Provision of new 34 space car park  

24. 
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25. Site location plan showing location of proposed car park 
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4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

Plan showing siting and direction of photographs on proposed plan 26. 
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27. Proposed car park layout 
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28. Plan showing relationship of car parking with school and surrounding dwellings 

New art 
block 

Vehicular 
Entrance around 
school  

Proposed car 
parking area 

Area used 
informally 
for car 
parking 

Dwellings 
accessed from 
from adjacent 
to Worcester 
Sixth Form 
college 

Walnut TPO tree 

Access to 
Nunnery 
Sports Centre 
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Photograph 1: View across area of proposed car park, properties 81a, 81b and 
81c Spetchley Road beyond hedge 

29. 

P
age 59



Photograph 2: Location of proposed car park, properties facing Spetchley Road 
seen in background  

30. 
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Photograph 3: View of area between car park and main access drive (tree to be 
retained) 

31. 
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Photograph 3a: Repeated view across the site 

Walnut tree with Tree 
Preservation Order 

Southerly slope 
on site away 
from road 

Existing hedge to 
remain 

Existing boundary 
treatment to 
remain 

32. 
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33.  Plan of lost car park spaces as submitted 
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Photograph 4: view along main drive into school and sports centre 34. 
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Photograph 5: Closer view showing informal car parking in this area 35. 
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36. Drainage layout  
 

Aquacell 
storage system 
9m2 storage 

Link to mains drain 

‘Aquacell’ 
storage system 
16.8m2’ 

Cells linked with 
route sited away 
from TPO tree and 
protected zone 
around tree 
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37. Lighting lux plan showing the light contouring within the site 
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12.8m to boundary 

17.3m to light source from rear 
elevation 

11.7 m 

13.1m  

Showing the zoned areas of lighting as set out in the lighting report 38. 
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Closer look at the lighting lux plan 39. 
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40. Details of the head of the proposed light including the deflector which limits 
light spill to the rear 
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41. Plan from the Tree consultant showing root protection zones and construction 
exclusion zones, fencing  area  
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Tree retention plan including drainage details 42. 
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LATE PAPER 

Application Number 19/00821/FUL 

Site Address Nunnery Wood High School, Spetchley Road, 

Worcester, WR5 2LT 

Description of 

Development 

Provision of new 34 space car park  

Web link to 

application  

https://plan.worcester.gov.uk/Planning/Display/19/0082

1/FUL 

 

There are two matters for inclusion in the late paper. These are an email from Mrs Sally 

Mitchell, a local resident to the proposal (item 1) and further information from the school 
regarding car parking need and loss of existing spaces (item 2). The Highway Authority 

has been provided with a copy of this late paper for their comments in response. Any 
comments that are received will be reported verbally to members at the meeting.  
 

Item 1.  
 

Mr Coleman, 
 
I am a resident in Spetchley Road and earlier in the week I contacted my three local 

councillors asking them to make representations on my behalf at this weeks planning 
committee. Unfortunately Cllr Biggs, having responded is unable to attend as she works 

for the NHS and is on duty, I fully accept that her duties for the NHS take priority over my 
concerns, I understand that Cllr Agar has suffered a bereavement and as such is 
unavailable and Cllr Cronin has today failed to respond.  I am not able to attend (even 

digitally) the meeting, so I would ask that my concerns below are raised to the committee, 
I understand this could be done in the form of a "Late Paper".   

 
My concern is that County Council Highways Policy clearly states that any application for 
additional parking on school premises would be "REFUSED" unless it is demonstrated that 

the parking facilities does not breach the 1 space per TEACHER.  Having read the 
application thoroughly, no where does the report provide empirical data demonstrating 

that this policy has been adhered to. In fact the County Council Highways officer actually 
comments that data provided by the school has been inconsistent and varied, but makes 
their decision on balance.  The school in their justification refer to the need for additional 

spaces for consultants and numerous other visitors, none of which would be defined as 
teachers or even full time employees (FTE).  On this basis alone the application fails to 

categorically demonstrate that the number of spaces does not exceed the number of 
TEACHERS employed by the school.  Until this evidence is provided then the application 
should either be deferred or in my view refused.  The school have had ample time and 

opportunity to provide this in formation and appear reluctant or unable to do so.  The 
County highways Policy is unambiguous in its definition, it is a simple maths calculation 

and if that can not be adhered to then the application should fail against that Highways 
policy. 

 
My secondary concern, which is linked to the point raised above is that the school appear, 
without any explanation, to voluntarily be removing 16 existing car parking spaces, then 

requesting an additional 35, linked to the above is at best curious, at worst could be seen 
as double dealing. 
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Yours Sincerely 
 

Sally Mitchell 
Resident 

Spetchley Road 
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Nunnery Wood High School 
Planning Application: 19/00821/FUL - Car Park Nunnery Wood High School 
Provided by Mark Skyrme, Director of Business and Operations 06/05/2020 

Request for further justification for parking requirements 2 

I have been asked to detail the increase in staffing requirements at Nunnery Wood to hopefully justify the 

application further. 

The need for additional parking capacity on the school site has been required for some time.  One limiting factor, 

delaying any previous application for parking, has been purely financial limitations from a lack of educational 

funding. It is only with the ring-fenced capital investment, resulting from the rise in student numbers from 1350- 

1500, that we have been able to consider the entire school site. Priority has obviously been given to ensuring that 

we can accommodate the increase in numbers, however, for the reasons originally given, we need to address the 

wider site issues, which have become progressively worse over time. 

As mentioned the site is struggling at key times to cope with the increase in use.  In support of the application I have 

given an overview of some significant historic increases in staffing and a few case studies, demonstrating the need to 

ensure adequate spaces are available now in order to support more recent and future increases in staffing. 

Historical increase in staffing - Last 10 years: 

In 2010 we increased support staff capacity by 6 to address teachers’ conditions of ‘rarely’ cover with the 

employment of learning supervisors. 

The school became an academy in 2011 which saw the transition from a local authority managed organisation to a 

standalone legal entity. At that time small restructuring was carried out with a net increase in administrative staff of 

2 to deal with legal and operational matters, an additional receptionist who oversaw medical care needs of students, 

structuring of site team increased during the main day to 3 (Two day time cleaners and 1 addition premises assistant 

to cover site 7am – 10pm). 

There were also general increases in part time teaching staff to support flexible working. 

Projected planned increase in staffing – 5 years during planned pupil growth 

Additional Teachers: Assumptions on average class sizes at KS3 including estimations made for option 

subjects at KS4 during period of expansion. 

These are based on FTE – Full Time Equivalent and not taking into account subject 

specialities which will involve the employment of part time staff to teach.  This 

includes some additional management responsibilities which will ultimately reduce 

teaching hours in the curriculum and result in the employment of additional staff. 

*2021 will be a key year when the 2018 intake will make their KS4 option choices. 

Pastoral Support: See Case study: Pastoral Support 

General Admin Support: Increase includes support for operational and business requirements of the school. 

Supporting the apprenticeship scheme and increasing the administrative capacity of 

the school as the pupil numbers grow. 

 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

Additional students 30 30 30 30 30 
      

Additional teachers 2 1 1 3* 1 

Pastoral support 2 2 3 2 2 

General Admin Support 1 2 0 1 0 
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Case study examples to demonstrate staffing increase to support the increase in numbers and curriculum: 

Case study: PE Staffing To date: 2 – 3 additional teachers 

The school has seen a significant increase in the number of part time teaching staff to support flexible working. 

Traditionally this may have been reflected in a job share situation and not necessarily impact on the parking 

provision on the school site.  However, the increase in student numbers and wide range of experiences for students 

means that the timetable is constructed to maximise the availability of staff. An example would be Physical 

Education (PE).  In 2019 two members of PE staff in effect contributed to 1 FTE (Full Time Equivalent) teacher – One 

0.6 and another 0.4.  However as 8 PE staff were needed on a Tuesday and Thursday, both of these staff were in 

school at the same time with other full time members of the team. Given the constraints of timetabling it is not 

possible for one member of staff to be in, for example Monday and Tuesday and the other Wednesday to Friday, 

thus avoiding the need for an additional parking spaces. 

Case study: Art Staffing To date: 1-2 additional teachers 

Art needs have increased significantly over the past 3-4 years as students opt at KS4 for one of a number of Art 

disciplines.   This supports the main reasoning for the development of art and creation of addition resources. 

It is important to note that the school has recently received a prestigious gold Artsmark award in recognition of this 

with examination results and progression of students being primarily down to the specialist teaching and experience 

students receive in this subject. 

However, in order to achieve these levels of excellence, and outcomes for our students, we need to ensure we 

employ staff based upon need and relevant professional experience. This has seen an increase in the number of art 

teachers employed given the differing specialisms within this subject area. 

We currently have 5 staff employed on a number of part time contracts which range from 0.6 – 0.9, in addition a 

couple of members of another department also undertake some art lessons. 

We have 4 dedicated Art rooms in constant use, with one of the staff member having reduced teaching load due to 

curriculum management responsibilities, therefore, although the FTE may be 3.9 teachers, there are generally 4-5 

art specialists on site for the majority of the week. 

Case study: Pastoral Support To date: 3 student support manager / 5 additional TAs 

The school is required to support an increased number of students with special educational needs and, in more 

recent years’, students experiencing social, mental and general welfare challenges. 

Since the start of the planned pupil growth in 2018, 3 additional full time student support managers, who play a key 

role in the pastoral support for our students, have been employed. This has become increasingly important as 

traditional services provided by the local authority have diminished with the school still responsible for ensuring 

students are appropriately safeguarded. Typical examples of the vital support include home visits to 

parents/students and a specific student support manager who supports our looked after children and those who are 

at significant risk of harm. 

In terms of special education needs, we have a duty to provide teaching assistant support for a growing number of 

students with a recognised education, health and care (EHC) plan. For 2019 we employed an additional 2 members 

of staff to specifically support students who joined the school. From September 2020 we have to support a net 

increase of 8 students (10 arriving in year 7, 2 leaving in year 11).  We receive additional EHCP funding to ensure that 

provision can be met. Therefore, we need to employ at least an additional 3 teaching assistants to support the 

increase in student need.   One of these TAs will have a focus on physical activity, as we have identified that many of 

our new year 7 students with an EHCP will require a differentiated curriculum given the complex needs of each 

individual. 

In addition, through the growth of the intake of students, we have had to increase the year team capacity. For 

example, we introduced a second assistant year team leader to support the additional 30 students each year. This 

results in a reduction of their teaching load (hours in the classroom), which ultimately needs to be made up with the 

increase in part time staff hours or employment of additional staff. We try to minimise staff increases where 

possible. An example this year: We are employing a full time teacher with a dual science and PE role to avoid two 

part-time positions, and ultimately additional staff on the payroll and parking requirements. 
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Loss of previous spaces due to expansion: 
 
Prior planning applications have indicated in detail the need to temporarily remove several spaces to allow for the 

most cost effective expansion of our school building. This has been clearly indicated on previous planning 

applications. The agreement was that we would replace these spaces as part of this capital project and forms part of 

the current application. 

Details of the previously lost spaces, are shown below: 

Part of Planning Application: 

P16G0578 
Re-location of 2no. existing sheds and 

groundworker's store. Construction of 2no. 

single storey laboratories adjoining the 

existing for use as teaching space including 

newly formed linked corridor space. 

Construction of a 2 storey extension with 

staircase and internal remodelling to form 

new main entrance to the current science 

block. 

Approved: 26/01/2017 

Part of Planning Application: 

19/00005/FUL 
Proposed art block extension 

Approved: 25/07/2019 

Future Development: 

We plan to improve safety at the front of school by removing a parking space to introduce additional barrier control 

to safeguard students at the front of the building.  We are also looking to redesign  the area in front of the 

gymnasium to introduce a safer means for students to access school buses – At present this is limited by a 1950s 

pedestrian and road layout designed for a few hundred students which is not suited to a high school with around 

1500. This improvement will ultimately aim to reduce congestion at key times on the site, but primarily ensure the 

risk of injury to student is minimised.  This would see a reduction in some current parking spaces in this area, again 

adding to issues previously mentioned if we do not have adequate parking on the site. 

A 
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LATE PAPER (2) 

Application Number 19/00821/FUL 

Site Address Nunnery Wood High School, Spetchley Road, 

Worcester, WR5 2LT 

Description of 

Development 

Provision of new 34 space car park  

Web link to 
application  

https://plan.worcester.gov.uk/Planning/Display/19/0082

1/FUL 

 

 

Further information has been provided by the school in regards to staff numbers and 

number of car parking spaces on the site.  

 

 

The document provided is on the following page.  
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